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Cristin Thornhill wasn’t
even going to open an unso-
licited email that had “Cake
Boss” on it. “I thought some-
one was trying to sabotage
my website,” said the Sor-
rento Valley woman who
bakes cakes for a living.

After talking to a friend,
however, she took a leap of
faith, opened the email and
discovered an invitation to
be a contestant on the show
of her culinary hero, celebri-
ty baker Buddy “Cake
Boss” Valastro. His new
“Bake It Like Buddy” com-
petition series airs on the
Discovery Family channel.

It wasn’t a slam-dunk,
however. She first had to
submit images of three of her
favorite custom cakes, enlist
her daughter, Bailey, 11, as
her baking partner and pass
a series of interviews.

Thornhill has no formal
culinary training, although
she’s loved baking cakes
since her childhood. When
she got divorced after 10
years as a stay-at-home
mom, she suddenly found
herself with two kids to
support and no marketable
skills.

“No one would give me a
job. I didn’t know how to
take care of my kids,” she
said.

So she turned to what she
was good at: baking cakes —
beautiful, customized cakes.

She has concocted an
edible aircraft carrier for a
Theodore Roosevelt home-
coming reunion, a Petco
Park-themed wedding cake
and a brain-shaped cake for
some neurosurgeons. She
has also sculpted a skeleton
cake for a medical radiology
group, Minion cakes, a
Topsy-Turvy cake, a cake
evoking “The Greatest
Showman” theme and a
gothic cake marking Friday
the 13th, to mention a few.

When she and Bailey, a
sixth-grader at Challenger
Middle School in Mira Mesa,
arrived at Valastro’s restau-
rant, Carlo’s Bakery in Ho-
boken, N.J., they were pitted
against a father-son duo
who run an Italian bakery.
Their assignment? Design,
bake and decorate an ani-
mal-shaped cake — in four
hours. 

Being from San Diego,
Cristin and Bailey chose to
create an orca. Their com-
petitors settled on a pig. It
was nerve-racking, Cristin
said, to be in someone else’s
kitchen “not knowing where
everything is and having
that many cameras follow-
ing me.”

Buddy, his wife, Lisa, and
their head decorator judged
the results. Neither team
quite lived up to the “Bake It 
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Lawyers for two parties seeking
to halt the county’s approval of a
North County housing project say
they will ask a Superior Court judge
on Monday to hold the county in
contempt of a court order issued

earlier this week.
The Sierra Club and the Golden

Door spa sued the county to prevent
the Board of Supervisors from
granting a General Plan Amend-
ment for the Newland Sierra hous-
ing project, contending it violates
the Climate Action Plan. 

Judge Timothy Taylor on Mon-
day placed a stay on all projects
seeking amendments that allow de-
velopers to purchase carbon credits
outside the county to mitigate in-
creases in greenhouse gas emis-

sions that would be caused by their
developments. The Sierra Club and
Golden Door say Newland Sierra
fits that description.

In issuing his injunction, Taylor
said mitigation efforts should go
toward bettering the environment
locally. He said questionable proj-
ects should be put on hold until the
matter is fully litigated.

But on Wednesday, the county
posted its agenda for the board’s
meeting next Wednesday and it in-
cluded the Newland Sierra project.

The Sierra Club and Golden
Door took that to mean the county’s
intent was to violate the court’s or-
der and sent a letter warning they
would seek a contempt hearing if
the matter was still on the agenda
as of the end of business on Friday.

Josh Chatten-Brown, a lawyer
for the Sierra Club, said papers will
be filed Monday scheduling a hear-
ing before the judge the next morn-
ing, the day before the supervisor’s
hearing would take place.

NEWLAND PROJECT HEARING SOUGHT
Housing project targeted
by two groups over issues
tied to Climate Action plan
BY J. HARRY JONES
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Reed Boekamp, almost 3, tries on a firefighter’s uniform Friday at the Neighborhood Heroes exhibit at the San Diego Children’s Dis-
covery Museum in Escondido. With him are his mother, Christie Boekamp, and 11-month-old brother, Rye. The museum partnered
with the Escondido Police and Fire departments to help familiarize children with first responders in the community. Visit sdcdm.org. 
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SAN DIEGO
Hundreds of federal agents and

local law enforcement officers con-
ducted dozens of predawn raids
across the county Thursday, arrest-
ing alleged gang members and oth-

ers with suspected gang ties on
drug, gun, racketeering and other
charges, authorities said.

The raids were part of a yearlong
investigation targeting alleged
members of several San Diego-area
street gangs and the Mexican Mafia,
a notorious prison gang. Federal
charges were levied Thursday
against 26 defendants.

Twenty of those suspects were in
custody as of late Thursday after-
noon, with those nabbed during the
early-morning raids joining some

others who were previously arrested.
Six remained at large.

During the lengthy investigation
— dubbed “Operation Sureño
Sweep” — the region’s Violent Crimes

Gang Task Force seized nearly 230
firearms and 7 pounds of metham-
phetamine, according to the office of
the U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of California.

Also as part of the long-term op-
eration, a gang suppression team
from the San Diego Police Depart-
ment intercepted a trio of armed
suspects in June as they drove to
kidnap a rival gang member, federal
prosecutors said.

In total, six complaints were filed

PREDAWN RAIDS TARGET STREET GANGS, MEXICAN MAFIA
Sweep part of yearlong
investigation into drug,
gun, racketeering crimes
BY ALEX RIGGINS
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CARLSBAD
A Catholic priest has

been suspended from his du-
ties at a Carlsbad church as
he awaits trial over an accu-
sation that he groped an
adult seminary student ear-
lier this year.

The Rev. Juan Garcia
Castillo, 35, has pleaded not
guilty to one misdemeanor
count alleging sexual bat-
tery of the victim. The accus-
er, a man around Castillo’s
age, quickly reported the al-
leged incident in early Feb-
ruary.

Castillo’s attorney said
Friday that his client “abso-
lutely denies the allegations”
made against him.

News of the criminal case
against Castillo surfaced this
week as the Roman Catholic
Church grapples with a new
wave of reported sexual
abuse by clergy members,
and accusations that church
officials covered it up.

The local case also creeps
into headlines a week after
Bishop Robert McElroy,
who leads the Diocese of San
Diego, announced a town
hall tour at local parishes to
address the sexual 

PRIEST
ACCUSED
OF GROPING
SEMINARIAN
BY TERI FIGUEROA
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Congressman John Lewis urged a
gym full of Morse High School stu-
dents on Friday to vote, letting a gen-
eration largely unfamiliar with his
sacrifices know he was beaten bloody
while fighting for their right. 

“Never give up. Never give in,”
Lewis said to the students. “Get reg-
istered and vote, and we must vote
like we’ve never ever voted before.
People gave their lives for it. Only
thing I gave, I gave a little blood.”

The 78-year-old civil rights leader
came to Morse on Friday to talk
about his graphic memoir “March,” a 

LIVING HISTORY LESSON ON LIBERTY 
John Lewis shares his civil
rights legacy, sacrifice
during Morse High visit 
BY KRISTEN TAKETA

Eleventh-grader Ysaak Parflies asks a question of Rep. John Lewis
(D-Ga.) at the congressman’s visit at Morse High School on Friday. 
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